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Thomas L. Evans 



Company: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Fax Number: 

703-872-9306 

Your Reference No,; 

App, No. 09/625,277 i 

Re: 

Request for Withdrawal of Notice of Abandonment 



Date: 

September 13, 2004 

Total No. of Pages (including cover sheet): 
V\ 

Our Reference (C/M) No.: 
005156.00004 



If you do not receive allpage(s) or have any problems receiving this transmission, please call: 

Name: Tom Evans / Karolyn Phone: (503) 425-6800 

Comments; 



IMPORTANT/CONFIDENTIAL: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it id 
addressed. This message contains Information from the law firm of BANNER & WlTCOFF, LTD. wtiich may be 
privileged, confidential or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the 
Intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, retention, archiving, or copying of the 
communication Is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately 
at our telephone number listed above. We will be happy to arrange for the return of this message to our offices at 
no cost to you, 



CHICAGO WASHINGTON, D.C. BOSTON PORTLAND, OR 
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SEP 1 s 2004 

Certificate Of Tmumtalon - 

I hereby certify thai this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office at 
telephone number (703) B72-9S06 on September 13, 2004. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Thomas U Evans. FED Reg Ko. 33,805 
BANNER AND WTTCOFF, LTD. 

Atty, Docket No. PATENT 
005156.00004 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Patent Application of: 

M. Todd SCHOMER 
U,S, Pat App. No.; 09/625,277 
Filed: July 25, 2000 



Examiner: S« Shah 
Group Art Unit: 2176 



For: PREVIEW WINDOW TO PREVIEW TEXT IN SEVERAL DIFFERENT FONTS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY 



REQUEST FOR WITHDRAWAL OF NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

On August 12, 2004, the Primary Examiner issued a Notice of Abandonment for the 
above-identified application. The Notice was issued on the basis of Applicant's alleged failure to 
respond to the previous Office Action of December 19, 2003. 1 Applicant respectfully submits 
that Applicant actually submitted not one but two timely responses to that Office Action. It is 
therefore requested that the holding of abandonment of this application be withdrawn. 



1 . The Notice states that Applicant has failed "to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 15 
December 2003 /' {Emphasis added.) Applicant respectfully points out that the Office Action in question actually 
was dated December 19, 2003. A copy of the cover page for that Office Action showing its December 19, 2003, 
issue dace is attached. 
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U.S. Pat App. No.: 09/625,277 
Atty. Docket No,; 005156-00004 

Applicant timely submitted an Amendment by facsimile transmission in this application 
on March 1 9, 2004, During a personal interview granted to the undersigned by Primary Examiner 
Shah on June 17, 2004, to discuss the substance of the Amendment, the Primary Examiner 
acknowledged receipt of the Amendment The Primary Examiner further indicated, however, that 
that the Amendment had been received without the undersigned's signature, and thus had not 
been entered by the Primary Examiner's clerks. 

It is respectfully submitted that this handling of the initial Amendment was improper. 
MPEP §714.01 states: 

When an unsigned or improperly signed amendment is received the 
amendment will be listed on the file wrapper, but not entered. The examiner will 
notify applicant of the status of the application, advising him or her to furnish a 
duplicate amendment properly signed or to ratify the amendment already filed. In 
an application not under final rejection, applicant should be given a 1 -month time 
period in which to ratify the previously filed amendment 

In the instant application, however, Applicant was never given the opportunity to ratify the 

Amendment Further, Applicant was not even informed that a signature was missing from the 

Amendment until the personal interview. 

Immediately after the personal interview, Applicant submitted a Resubmission Of 

Amendment This Resubmission submitted another copy of the Amendment filed on March 19, 

2004, A copy of the Resubmission is attached, together with an Express Mail Receipt showing 

that the Resubmission was timely submitted on June 21, 2004 (June 19, 2004 and June 20, 2004, 

being a Saturday and Sunday, respectively) and a stamped postcard confirming that the 

Resubmission was received by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office with an effective filing date 

2 
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U.S. Pat App. No.: 09/625,277 
Atty. Docket No.: 005156.00004 

ofJune21,2004. 

In particular, the Resubmission explained that the originally-filed Amendment was, in 
fact, signed by Applicant prior to submission using electronic ink, and that an electronic copy of 
the Amendment was then directly faxed to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office using the 
Rightfax facsimile software application (i.e., without physically printing out a paper copy of the 
Amendment). While the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office accurately received the text of the 
Amendment, the undersigned's signatures (both for the Amendment itself and for the associated 
Certificate of Transmission) were not properly printed by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's 
facsimile machine. It also pointed out that the MPEP requires that Applicant be provided with 
notice of the omitted signature and the opportunity to ratify the unsigned Amendment 
Accordingly, the Resubmission urged that the Amendment had been timely submitted to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office on March 19, 2004, with the required signature under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .4. It further requested that the Amendment be entered and be given its original submission 
date of March 19, 2004. 

In addition, the Resubmission requested that, if the Commissioner did not accept the 
original filing date of the Amendment, the Examiner enter the attached copy of the Amendment 
and accept the Resubmission as a Petition for a three month extension of time. The 
Commissioner was then authorized to charge the associated extension fees, as well as any other 
fees that may be required, including any fees under 37 C.F.R. §1. 16 or §1.17, to Deposit Account 
No, 19*0733. 

Upon receiving the Notice of Abandonment dated August 16, 2004, the undersigned 

3 
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U.S. Pat. App. No.: 09/625,277 
Atty, Docket No,: 005156.00004 

immediately telephone Primary Examiner Shah on August 19, 2004, to ask that the holding of 

abandonment be withdrawn. The Primary Examiner agreed that the Notice was issued in error, 

and indicated that he would withdraw the holdiiig of abandonment as requested. Applicant 

therefore presents this written Request simply as a formal submission of the request personally 

made to the Primary Examiner on August 19, 2004, and asks that any terms or periods associated 

with a request for withdrawal of the Notice of Abandonment be calculated from that original 

request date of August 19, 2004. 

Applicant again submits that each of the originally-filed Amendment and the 
Resubmission of Amendment constituted a complete and timely response to the Office Action of 
December 19, 2004. Applicant therefore asks that the holding of abandonment be withdrawn, and 
that the prosecution of this application continue without interruption. 

It is believed that no fees are due for the submission and consideration of this Request. If, 
however, the Commissioner believes that any fees are necessary for the consideration and entry 
of this Request or to otherwise reinstate and/or maintain the pendency of this application, 
including any fees under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 or §1. 17, then the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge such fees to Deposit Account No. 1 9-0733* 



4 
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U.S- Pat. App. No.: 09/625,277 
Atty. Docket No.: 005156.00004 

Favorable action regarding this Request is respectfully solicited at the Primary 
Examiner's earliest opportunity. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WTTCOFF, LTD. 

By: y^twtftf &f v 

Thomas L. Evans, Reg. No. 35,805 
1001 G Street, N.W., 11* Floor 
Washington, D.C 20001-4597 
Telephone: (202)508-9100 
Facsimile: (202) 508-9299 

September 13, 2004 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OPCQMM£RC£ 
VhHtd StM* ?*UM *nd Trademark Office 
A*Jw COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box 1450 

AWWWii. viqjnl* 233 13-1 *J0 . 



| ATTORNEY POCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO, | 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



W/623,277 



07/2572000 



M. Todd SdiDRiET 



05156.00004 



6790 



21907 7590 12/1 

BANNER &WTTCOFF 
1001 G STREET N W 
SUITE 1100 

WASHINGTON, DC 20001 



EXAMINER 



SHAH. SANJIV 



RECEIVED 

DEC 2 2 2003 
BANNER WITCOFF 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1176 

DATE MAILED: 12/ J 9/2003 



Please find below arid/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



DOCKETED*** 

DEC % 2 2003 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 
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-TOTRBSS MAIL ft* Office Tfc^Mdre^ 

BV4101361ttU3> en Juno 21, 2004, sldrattd to: Contutafaocr Sat Warts, P.O. Best 1450. Ataanrfni, VA 2Q1M4SQ, 

fry ^. 

"~ lRt«.Na 35.805 

BANNER AND WTTCOFF, LTD. 



Atiy. Docket No. PATENT 
005156-00004 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFTICE 

In re Patent Application of: 

M, Todd SCHOMER 
US. Pat App. No.: 09/625,277 
Filed; July 25, 2000 



Examiner: S. Shah 
Group Art Unit! 21 76 



For: PREVIEW WINDOW TO PREVIEW TEXT IN SEVERAL DIFFERENT FONTS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY 



RESUBMISSION OF AMENDMENT UNDER 37 <^JKJR» 81JI 

Assistant Commissioner fiat Patents 
Washington, D,C. 20231 

Sir; 

Applicant timely submitted an Amendment by facsimile transmission in this application 
on March 1 9, 2004. Dining a personal interview granted to the undersigned by Examiner Shah cm 
June 1 7, 2004, however, the undesigned discovered that the Amendment was received without 
die undersigned's signature, and thus had not been entered. 

Applicant asks that the Amendment be entered and, further, be given its original 
submission date of March 1 9, 2004. A copy of the AfliH^Kfr^WTft, as filed is attached* As 
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U.S. Pat App. No.: 09/625,277 
Alty. Docket No,: 005156.00004 

evidenced by this copy, the Amendmcrt wa^mfec^ 

using electronic ink. An electronic copy of the Amendment was then directly fexed to the U.S. 

Patent and Trademark Office using the Rightiax facsimile software application (Le., without 

physically printing out apaper copy of the Amendment). Apparently, while the U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office accurately received the text of the Amendment, the undersigned's signature 

(both for the Amendment itself and for the associated Certificate of Transmission) were not 

properly printed by the U.S. Patent and Trademaik Office's fiucsimfle machine. 

Applicants therefore submit that the Amendment was timely submitted to the U.S. Patent 

and Trademark Office cm March 19, 2004, with the required signature under 37 CJFJt § 1 A 

Further, MPEP §714.01 states that 

When an unsigned or improperly signed amendment is received the 
amendment will be listed cm the file wrapper, but not oite*^ 
notify application of the status of the application, advising him or her (o furnish a 
duplicate amendment properly signed or to ratify the amendment already filed* In 
on application not undo- final rejection, application should be given a 1 -month 
time period in which to ratify the previously filed amendment 

In the instant application, however, Applicant was never informed of the signatures missing from 

the Amendment or given the opportunity to ratify the Amendment, 

Applicant therefore asks that the Amendment filed on March 19, 2004* be entered and 

receive the benefit of its original facsimile transmission date. t£ for some reason, the 

CoirmnifiSTODftf dnea not accept the original filing date nf the Attached AmmAnwit j ihm 

Appticauts respectfully ask 

accept this paper as a Petition for a three month extension of time. The Commissioner is thai 

2 
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U.S. Pat ApD. No.: 09/625,277 
Alty. DocloetNo.: 005156.00004 

authorized to charge the associated extension fees, as 'well as any other fees that may be required, 

IwJnrihig any fees under 37 GFJL §1.16 or § 1.17, to Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 



By : ^^Morna* ^ fa*****' 
Thomas L. Evans, fteg. No. 35,805 
1001 G Street, N.W., 11* Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
Telephone: (202)508-9100 
Facsimile: (202) 508-9299 

June 21, 2004 
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